‘BUCKLE UP AND FASTEN THAT BELT!” METAL BELTS IN THE
EARLY AND MIDDLE BRONZE AGE

Silvia Prell*

Abstract: Among the many finds recovered from
Tell el-Dab‘a are five decorated metal sheets, or
belts, that were most probably originally sewn
onto a piece of leather or textile. Such metal belts
are a very special feature attested for the first time
in Early Bronze Age Mesopotamia. Their occur-
rence in the archaeological record is limited to
tombs that featured several significant finds,
including weapons, in their inventory. The grave
goods highlight the importance, status and wealth
of the interred deceased. The design of metal belts
within the distribution area in the Middle Bronze
Age is very similar; the decoration, if any, is com-
posed of differing arrangements of concentric cir-
cles of varying sizes. According to some Northern
Levantine and Anatolian metal figurines, the belts
were worn around the waist and buckled at the
front. Metal belts were still worn in the Late
Bronze and Iron Ages, as attested by statues and
actual finds.* The following article adds to a num-
ber of publications on metal belts,? collecting all
known attestations dating up to the end of the
Middle Bronze Age. The aim of this paper is to
determine their distribution range and elucidate
their contexts to mirror networks of people shar-
ing a similar cultural background and ancient
trade connections. In addition to the elongated
metal belts known from Tell el-Dab‘a, possible
parts of belts, such as discs and belt fasteners, are
also presented in the scope of this article.
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For belts known from the Late Bronze and Iron Ages, see
BoARDMAN 1961—-62; MooOREY 1967, Sturka 1972, 152—-154.
They were not included in this research as their design and
decoration is divergent from the Middle Bronze Age
objects.

2 E.g. ScuiestL 2002; 2009; PuiLie 2006; GersHuny and

Aviam 2010; Zirrer 2018.
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Elongated metal belts
Early Bronze Age belts

Four sites have produced metal belts assigned to
the Early Bronze Age. Similar to many other cas-
es, the Early Dynastic Royal tombs at Ur provide
the earliest evidence. Two individuals buried here
were each equipped with a belt. The belt in
PG/580 was made from leather plated with silver
and fastened with a rectangular buckle piece
(Fig. 1). A dagger, a cylinder seal and a toiletry set
were found attached to it.>® PG/755 contained,
among other grave goods, a badly preserved silver
belt with a dagger affixed to it.* Therefore, these
early examples already establish a link between
belts and enclosed administrative and military
equipment, especially the dagger.

A simple earth pit in Susa (Tomb 555; Susa
IVA) also produced a metal belt (Fig. 2a).
Although no remains of a skeleton were found, the
pit yielded a mace head, a hook, an axe, an alabas-
ter vessel and something that might have been a
shield or a chariot wheel.> The belt is plain; its
only decoration consisting of a strip of differing
metal attached along the edges where perforations
for further attachment to a backing can be
observed. The belt fasteners are U-shaped and
fixed to the belt with rivets, indicating that they
were not movable.

Close to Moza® is a shaft tomb found during
construction work. The single interment, dating to
EB 1V, was provided with four vessels, two dag-

8 Woortey 1934, 51, pl. 13b.

4 WootrLey 1934, 156 f., Fig. 35, only indicated on the plan of
the tomb and not illustrated further. See also the entry for
this tomb on http://www.ur-online.org.

®  CarrtEr 1980, 7577, Fig. 22d.

6 Named Qalunyia by D’Anprea 2013, 138.

" Bamnat 1975, 22, Fig. 5.5.
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Fig. 2. a Susa, tomb 555 (after Carter 1980, 77, Fig. 22d) b Moza, shaft tomb (after Banat 1975, 22, Fig. 5.5)
¢ Jericho, possible belt from tomb L2 (after KEnvon 1965, 84, Fig. 41.8A)
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gers, a spearhead and a belt (Fig. 2b).” The belt
shows a relatively simple form, narrowing in
width towards both ends. It is decorated with an
embossed décor along its edges with some addi-
tional parallel and diagonal running straps on its
surface. It does not seem to be pierced at the ends,
and fasteners are non-existent.

The undisturbed tomb L2 in Jericho contained
the intact skeleton of an elderly male lying flexed
on his right side with the head in the west. He was
equipped with weapons, beads, a single jar, and an
object that Kenyon identified as a headband
(Fig. 2¢).8 Gernez, however, addresses it as being a
belt.® The object has two piercings on one edge in
its centre and is also perforated at the ends.

Middle Bronze Age IIA—B belts

The early half of the Middle Bronze Age (IIA-B)
yielded a number of additional belts, with some
notable developments. Tahsin Ozgii¢ already sug-
gested in 1949 that the belts worn by figurines of
gods found in Kiiltepe-Kanish and Bogazkoy (see
below) might be thought of as consisting of met-
al.’® This suggestion was confirmed in 1969 when
an individual equipped with a silver belt was dis-
covered in a Pithos burial at Kiiltepe (level Ib).
The belt itself is decorated with arrangements of
concentric circles (Fig. 3). Although the middle
part is plain, the rest features a repeated pattern on
both of its sides: one group of two concentric cir-
cles arranged one atop the other, followed by a sin-
gle circle, four groups of two concentric circles,
again arranged one atop the other, and a further
single circle.!r At the ends are belt buckles, each
shaped like an arc and with a spring clip. The belt

is pierced along the edges to attach it to a backing
made of leather or cloth.

A total of five belts can be identified with cer-
tainty from Tell el-Dab‘a, all of them deriving
from tombs in areas F/I and A/ll. Due to their
secure archaeological and stratigraphical context,
they generally offer a possibility of a chronological
seriation, covering the MB IIA and MB IIA-B
period.

One of the earliest belts was found in F/1-0/19,
tomb 8 (stratum d/2 = H) and was fairly well-pre-
served. The width of the belt stays nearly the same
towards the rounded terminal ends, where the belt
fasteners show a triangular form and a spring clip.
The belt is decorated with alternating groups of
embossed concentric circles, one large and two
smaller units in turn (Fig. 4a).2? It is not pierced
along the edges. The tomb’s inventory included
pottery, spearheads and a duckbill axe, the only
one ever discovered at Tell el-Dab‘a.*®

The belt unearthed in F/1-d/23, tomb 1 (also
stratum H),** is very fragmented, but the decora-
tion pattern is apparent (Fig. 4b). Concentrated in
the centre, it consists of two rows of concentric
circles slightly deviating in size from each other.
Towards the end, two larger concentric circles are
placed side by side. The belt tapers slightly
towards both terminal ends, and the belt fasteners
are triangular with a spring clip.> Small perfora-
tions are discernible along the edges.’® The belt
was found in a tomb that also contained an axe, a
dagger, two spearheads and a knife,'” along with
pottery and a few other items.’®

Another belt derives from A/ll-m/15, tomb 9
(stratum G). Three pieces were preserved, one of
them still attached to a dagger representing the

Fig. 3. Kiiltepe, reconstruction of metal belt from Pithos burial (after EMrE 1971, Fig. 39 between 84 and 85)

8 KEenvon 1965, 84, Fig. 41.8A, 144-148.

9 Gernez 2007, 109.

0 Ozguc 1953, 197.

% Emre 1971, Fig. 39 between 84 and 85, 144, pl. XVIa—c.

2 Puip 2006, 83 f., Fig. 38.2. See also Scuiestr 2009,
267-273 for the tomb and its inventory.

B For the rare combination of belt and duckbill axe, see
SchiestL 2002, 332-335 with Figs. 2-3.

% According to DouMET-SERHAL and Kopetzky 2011-12, 33;
PHiLip 2006, 83 places it in stratum c—b/3 = F-G/1.

% Pure 2006, 83, Fig. 38.1.

% DouMEeT-SERHAL and KopeTzky 2011-12, 33.

7 Puiip 2006, 33 f., 52 f., 67, 74 f.

8 DouMEeT-SERHAL and KopeTzky 201112, 33.
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Fig. 4. Metal belts from Tell el-Dab‘a: a F/1-0/19, tomb 8 (after Scuiestr 2009, 270, Fig. 190) b F/1-d/23, tomb 1 (after Puirie 2006,
Fig. 38 between 84 and 85) ¢ A/ll-m/15, tomb 9 (after PuiLip 2006, Fig. 38 between 84 and 85) d A/l1-p/14, tomb 18
(© OAT-OREA archive) e A/11-1/16, tomb 4 (partly reconstructed after ForsTneER-MULLER 2008, 151, Fig. 88)

only weapon present in the tomb (Fig. 4¢).* In
addition, some beads and pottery were part of the
grave inventory. The belt maintains the same
width towards the rounded terminal ends. The belt

¥ PuiLie 2006, 84, Fig. 38.3. For the tomb and its contents,
see FORSTNER-MULLER 2008, 129—133.

fasteners are arc-shaped and appear not to have
been equipped with a spring clip. The decoration
consists of groups of embossed concentric circles
arranged in three slightly shifting rows. This
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Fig. 5. Metal belts from Rishon le-Zion: a tomb F4 (after Zirrer 2018, 545, Figs. 8.3 and 8.4) b tomb B133 (after Zirrer 2018, 543,
Fig. 8.1) c tomb C4 (after Zirrer 2018, 544, Fig. 8.2)

arrangement is comparable to the one from the
belt found in A/I1-1/16, tomb 4 (see below, Fig. 4e).
The belt shows no indication that it was originally
perforated along the edges to be able to attach it to
a backing.

A further example was recovered in A/ll-p/14,
tomb 18 (stratum F). Its decoration pattern is dif-
ferent from the other belts as it consists of round
perforations with applied metal rings reinforcing
the edges (Fig. 4d). Nevertheless, the overall pat-
tern is comparable with the belt found in F/1-0/19,
tomb 8 (see above, Fig. 4a), consisting of a single
bigger unit alternating with two smaller ones
arranged one atop the other. Only the execution of
the design differs. The preserved belt fasteners
form an arc and are equipped with spring clips.
The belt tapers slightly towards both terminal ends
and shows piercings along the edges indicating
that it once was attached to leather or cloth.®
Together with pottery, the grave contained a dag-
ger and, an exceptional find, a scimitar.

2 ForsTNER-MULLER 2008, 180. Briefly mentioned by PHiLip

20086, 84.
2 For the grave and its inventory, see FORSTNER-MULLER
2008, 177-184.

Some pieces of a belt, again decorated with
concentric circles, were also collected from
A/l1-1/16, tomb 4 (stratum F).?22 The belt tapers
slightly in width towards both terminal ends,
where triangular belt fasteners are equipped with a
spring clip. Circles arranged in three rows slightly
alternating with each other are its preserved deco-
ration (Fig. 4e). The arrangement is not entirely
even and parallels the design of the belt found in
A/l1-m/15, tomb 9 (see above, Fig. 4c). Because of
its state of preservation, it is not clear if and how
much the pattern originally extended towards the
ends. Perforations along the edges indicate that the
belt was once sewn onto leather or textile.

One additional tomb from Tell el-Dab‘a,
F/I-1/20, tomb 20 (stratum b/3—2 = E/3—F) might
have contained a belt. Three metal fragments recov-
ered here may have been part of a belt fastener.?

At least four belts came to light in the cemetery
of Rishon le Zion. The one which is best preserved
(Fig. 5a) was found in tomb F4 in area F that con-

22 Pup 2006, 83. For the tomb and its inventory, see
ForSTNER-MULLER 2008, 148—151.
2 PuiLip 2006, 84—86 with Fig. 39.2-3.
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tained multiple burials in up to three phases of
interment.?* One of the burials belonging to L769
comprised an axe and a metal belt around the
waist of the deceased, to which two daggers were
attached.® Although no particular decorative pat-
tern can be observed, the belt is decorated on one
end with perforated circles reinforced at the edges
with applied rings. It also features arc-shaped belt
buckles and pierced edges for the attachment of a
backing of leather or cloth.?® Only the arc-shaped
buckles of a belt survived in tomb B133 of area B
(Fig. 5b).2” The deceased was additionally provid-
ed with a dagger and several vessels.®® Tomb C4
(L47) of area C produced, alongside a knife and
some pottery, one belt buckle with small parts of a
belt (Fig. 5¢).% Only the remains of the arc-shaped
belt buckles and a few pieces of the belt itself were
found in tomb B218 in area B (Fig. 6). The latter
are pierced and were, therefore, once attached to a
backing.®® The grave further comprised a dagger,
an axe and some pottery.*

Fragments of a belt were also discovered in
tomb 42 at Sidon.*> As a rule, single burials are
dominant at the site, but this tomb contained the
remains of four individuals. The grave goods
included two daggers, a socketed spearhead and,
interestingly, a torque.® The belt is decorated with
concentric circles of different sizes (Fig. 7). The
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Fig. 6. Metal belt in tomb B218 during excavation (after LEvy
and KLeTTER 2018, 88, Fig. 2.125)

pattern consists of two rows of concentric circles
in the centre, slightly deviating in size, and a larg-
er concentric circle at each end. The belt tapers
slightly in width towards both terminal ends, and
its buckles are arc-shaped. The backside of the belt
is covered with a whitish material that probably
once served to affix it to a backing.* The overall
design of the decoration of the belt is comparable
to that found in F/I-d/23, tomb 1 at Tell el-Dab‘a
(see Fig. 4b).* Remains of what appears to be a
very decayed silver belt were also unearthed from
the richly furnished tomb 27 (Fig. 8).% The tomb

Fig. 7. Sidon, tomb 42, reconstruction of belt with preserved fragments indicated in grey
(© Sidon excavation; drawing S. Prell after DoumET-SERHAL and Kopetzky 2011-12, 32)

2 Levy and KLETTER 2018, 189201 for the description of the
entire tomb.

% Levy and KLerTer 2018, 198-199 with Figs. 3.47-3.48.

% 7ZirrER 2018, 544.

27 Z1rFER 2018, 543.

2 Levy and KLeTTER 2018, 63.

2 Zirrer 2018, 544. For the tomb, see Levy and KLETTER
2018, 371.

% Zrrer 2018, 543. According to Levy and Krerter 2018,
88, some wood and textile survived underneath the belt.

% Levy and KLerTER 2018, 88, with Figs. 2.125-2.126.

%2 According to C. Doumet-Serhal (personal communica-
tion), another metal belt, associated with weapons, was
found in a MBA tomb excavated at Sidon in July 2019.

¥ DoumEer-SErHAL and Grirrita 2007. See the tombs in
Ugarit that also contained torques, SCHAEFFER 1949,

% Meaning the belt would have most probably never been
worn by an actual living being, see DoumET-SERHAL and
GrirriTH 2007, 198.

% DouMET-SERHAL and KopeTtzky 2011-12, 32-33.

% DoumEeT-SERHAL and Kopetzky 2011-12, 31 with figure;
DouMET-SERHAL 2004, 25, Fig. 15, 26.
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Fig. 8. Sidon, tomb 27, remains of a possible silver belt (dis-

coloured purple) in the pelvic area of the deceased during
excavation (© Sidon excavation)

consists of a mudbrick chamber, and the individual
within was equipped with a dagger and a duckbill
axe, as well as a gold bracelet and other adorn-
ments made from silver.

Middle Bronze IIB—C belts

A similar pattern of distribution is discernible for
the metal belts uncovered in contexts assigned to
the second half of the Middle Bronze Age (I1IB—
C). One such example was collected from burial
cave LVI in Ugarit (Fig. 9a). One terminal end pre-
served together with many fragments probably
belonged to one belt as well as two arc-shaped belt
buckles with spring clips.®” The belt was obviously
sewn onto leather or cloth as it is pierced alongside
the edges and shows faint traces of a decoration in
silver.

During emergency excavations in Fassuta, car-
ried out in 1989, two tombs were investigated and
documented. Tomb 1, a cist tomb, was partly cut
into the rock and contained some pottery, a scarab
and several metal artefacts grouped together along

8 ScHaErrrFER 1938, 239 f,, Fig. 32.V-W.

% GersHUNY and Aviam 2010, 18.

% Gersnuny and Aviam 2010, 35-38 with Fig. 14. The metal
objects of this tomb were chemically analysed but unfortu-
nately not the belt, see SuaLev 2010.

40 Z1FrER 2018, 548.

4 Ben-Arien 2004, 7%, Fig. 7.

42 Kenvon 1960, 311-313, Fig. 117.3—4.

4 Micevski et al. 2010, 401, 414, Fig. 7, Greennurt et al. 2011,
26 f., Fig. 27.

one of the walls.*® Weapons and the remains of one
metal belt were discovered (Fig. 9b).* The belt
was undecorated and fastened with triangular-
shaped buckles with spring clips. No perforations
alongside the edges were detectable.*

A shaft tomb was unearthed in Kibbutz Sasa in
1976 that contained the remains of at least 13 indi-
viduals. Among the finds were pottery, weapons,
toggle pins and two arc-shaped belt buckles made
from metal* and equipped with spring clips
(Fig. 9c).

The deceased interred in tomb J3 at Jericho
was also provided with a belt (Fig. 9d) placed
beside him.*?2 Grave goods included pottery, a dag-
ger and an axe found together with a belt, and two
additional daggers and axes. The decorative pat-
tern of the belt features several groups of concen-
tric circles alternating between a series of one
large circle, and three smaller circles flanking each
side of a group of two medium-sized units, one
atop the other. It is very similar, though not exact-
ly the same, to that found in Tell el-Dab‘a,
F/1-0/19, tomb 8 (see above, Fig. 4a), but the form
of the belt buckles differs. While the Jericho piece
is equipped with arc-shaped belt buckles, the Tell
el-Dab‘a belt has buckles of triangular form.

A plain belt with arc-shaped buckles and spring
clips was additionally excavated in tomb 27 locat-
ed in Jerusalem (Fig. 10). The deceased was fur-
ther equipped with a dagger and an axe.®®

The interred individual in Tell el Fara’h (N),
tomb A4, was wearing an undecorated belt
(Fig. 11), fastened with triangular belt buckles
with spring clips. Perforations along the edges
indicate that it was once sewn onto leather or
cloth. A dagger and an axe also accompanied the
deceased.**

Possible belt fragments may also have been
recovered from Tell Dan.®* Chamber tomb 4663
yielded metal fragments that might have originally
belonged to a belt.*¢ The same is true for chamber
tomb 1025.4

4 D Vaux and Steve 1947, 432, pl. XX.1.

% Jran 1995, Tab. on 131, 1996, 214 f., Tab. 4.2.

4 Tran 1996, 172, addresses it as a fragment of a bronze bowl

or jug, but on 214 f., Tab. 4.2. it is again mentioned as a

possible belt. In addition, no weapons and skeletal remains

were found in the tomb.

47 Tuan 1996, 214 f., Tab. 4.2. A further possible belt buckle
might derive from an lron Age context, see Zirrer 2018,
549.
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Fig. 9. a Ugarit, cave LVI (after ScuaErrer 1938, 239, Fig. 32.V-W) b Fassuta, tomb 1 (after Gerstuny and Aviam 2010, 36,
Fig. 14; measurements unknown) ¢ Sasa, shaft tomb (after Ben-Arien 2004, 7*, Fig. 7) d Jericho, tomb J3 (after Kenyon 1960, 312,
Fig. 117.3-4)
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Fig. 10. Jerusalem, tomb 27 (after Greenuur et al. 2011, 26,
Fig. 27)

Another possible belt made from leather may
be identified from dark organic remains found in
the pelvis region of the deceased buried in burial
A, tomb H6 at Jericho.*® The individual was placed
on a mud-brick platform, around which were three
other individuals. As no weapons were found in
the tomb, as evidenced for all other cases, the for-
mer existence of a belt must be considered as
highly speculative.

Middle Cypriot belts

Interestingly, a number of comparable examples of
metal belts were discovered in Cyprus. An Ameri-
can mission excavated parts of a necropolis in
Dhali/Kafkallia (Idalion) in 1970. A metal belt
(Fig. 12a), together with an axe and a dagger was
discovered in a shallow pit covered with a stone in
tomb G.* The tomb itself was in use for a long
period, but the metal items and some pottery
deriving from the tomb suggest dating these
objects to the Middle Cypriote Period. The belt
was found folded, so that a secondary deposit of
the items is likely. It does not seem to bear any
decoration as far as can be seen and does not show
perforations along the edges for sewing onto a fab-
ric. The belt buckles are arc-shaped and each has a
spring clip.

Another piece was found in a disturbed tomb at
Kazaphani,*® excavated in 1971. The belt (Fig. 12b)
was folded, 7 cm wide and 18.5 cm long in its
folded state. An arc-shaped belt buckle was
attached to each end. The metal sheet was pierced
at the edges to attach it to a backing made from
leather or textile.

Possible belt components

Discs as possible belt plaques

Some objects already in the Early Bronze Age can
be considered as parts of the decoration of a belt.®
Four silver discs found in graves of the A-ceme-

4 KENYON 1960, 454; GerNEz 2017, 156.

4 OverBeck and Swiny 1972, 7 f., Figs. 5-8. The belt has
already been mentioned by Karaceorahts 1972, 1011.

% KARrAGEORGHIS 1972, 1015, Fig. 13.

5 The tomb dates to LC I and LC Il (Puiie 1991, 84) but as
the belt is comparable with the Middle Bronze Age pieces
it was included in this study.

%2 For three-dimensional representations, see e.g. OriFicius
1961, 69, no. 195, pl. 3 (Old Babylonian) or STROMMENGER
and Hirmer 1962, pl. 128 bottom (Ur 111).
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Fig. 11. Tell el Fara'h (N),
tomb A4 (after Zirrer 1990,
102, Fig. 117)

tery at Kish (ED III) show a convex-shaped centre
surrounded by embossed concentric circles and
radial lines as decoration (Fig. 13a). At least one of
them was found lying in the pelvis region of the
deceased.®® As they show groups of holes, it is
clear that they once were sewn to a backing of
leather or textile. Similar pieces were unearthed in
burials 42, 51, 68, 120, 121, 128, 135, 141 and 144.
They were often discovered in the pelvis region
and measure, on average, between 4.4 and 7.9 cm
in diameter.>* In grave 104, one such silver disc
was associated with an axe.®

In addition to the belt found at Ur’s Royal Cem-
etery (see above), a silver disc (Fig. 13b) also came
to light. Unfortunately found in loose soil, it can-
not be attributed to a specific grave.®® The disc is
decorated with a convex-shaped centre surrounded
by embossed concentric circles and radial lines
comparable to the items known from Kish.

Two gold discs found in tomb T300 at Mari
(ED 111, Fig. 13c) might once have been part of the
decoration of a belt.5” Each is composed of a cen-
tral boss surrounded by six further embossments.
An incised pattern is present along the edges.
Another silver disc was discovered in tomb 1082,
dating to the reign of Shakkanaku, (Fig. 13d). The
central boss is surrounded by three concentric cir-

% Mackay 1925, 51, pl. IV.20-23.

% Mackay 1929, 177 f., pl. XLIII1.8-9.

% Mackay 1929, 177.

% WooLLEY 1934, 545, pl. 219, U.9365.

5 Jean-Marie 1990, 334, Fig. 1. The discs resemble rosette
disc pendants, as discussed by Liryquist 1994, 19 f., but
are not equipped with a bail and show perforations at the
edges; see also the following footnote.

% Jean-Marie 1999, 194 f., pl. 242.8. Altogether 33 such
discs are known from Mari but were often found in bad

cles, and the edges are also pierced. The disc was
found on the left side of the thorax of the female
interred in the tomb.%®

Further comparable discs are known from the
settlement at Uruk (ED).%® They are not described
here further because they do not derive from
tombs and their function is, therefore, highly spec-
ulative.

Another early example of discs that might once
have formed the decoration of a belt otherwise
consisting of leather and/or textile can be identi-
fied in the tombs of the so-called “torque bearers”
at Ugarit (EB TV-MB 1IIA).% In one grave in
“nécropole III”, a round disc came to light
(Fig. 13e) in association with weapons. It is deco-
rated with a round, conical element protruding in
the centre and surrounded by ornamental rivets.

Tomb 26 of the “Operation H Cemetery” at
Qatna produced another metal disc with a slightly
differing design (EB IV-MB IIA). It shows an
embossed decoration consisting of concentric cir-
cles with a convex centre (Fig. 13f). Holes at the
edges might have served to attach small seashells
found with the disc and/or for sewing it onto tex-
tile or leather. The item was the only grave good
found in the tomb, which might have belonged to a
female.®

condition, see Jean-Marie 1999, 22. Other possible exam-
ples from Larsa cited by JEan-Marie 1999, 27 and PHiLip
2006, 154, seem more likely to be pendants, as they are
equipped with a bail, see Huot et al. 1978, pl. V.3 after
198.

% Van Ess and Peppe 1992, 50, 89, pl. 48.524 and pl. 83.970.

60 ScuarrrErR-FORRER 1978, 476, 507, Fig. 8.1.

8 MoraNDI BoNacosst 2011, 23-25.
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Fig. 12. a Dhali/Kafkallia (after OverBEck and Swiny 1972, Fig. 5 and 7) b Kazaphani (after KaraceorgHis 1972, 1015, Fig. 13)
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a not to scale b

5cm

Fig. 13. a Kish (after Mackay 1925, pl. IV, 20—23; measurements unknown) b Ur (after WoorLey 1934, pl. 219)
¢ Mari (after Jean-Marie 1990, 334, Fig. 1) d Mari (after JEan-Marie 1999, pl. 242.8) e Ugarit (after ScHaErreEr-ForRRER 1978, 507,
Fig. 8.1) f Qatna (after MoranDI Bonacosst 2011, 25, Fig. 26)

Two comparable discs were found that are so
far unpublished in a tomb in area A10 at Tell
Mozan, dating to EB IV.®2

Gautier’s excavations at Tell et-Tin at the end of
the 19" century vyielded several tombs containing
such weapons as duckbill axes, daggers and spear-
heads.®® The extramural tombs, dating to MB 11A,
contained single or multiple interments.®* The spe-
cial feature of placing the dead individually within
pottery vessels which were then positioned in
stone cists is worthy of mention. Alongside the
weapons, the grave inventory comprised pottery,
toggle pins, meat offerings,% and metal discs dec-

62 But mentioned by MoraNDI Bonacosst 2011, 24.

8 GAUTIER 1895, 456—459.

64 GAuTIER 1895, 453.

8 GAuUTIER 1895, 455.

8 GauTIER 1895, 459, not illustrated; he understood them as
shield bosses.

orated with concentric circles and pierced at the
edges.®

Remains of an undecorated disc, which once
might very well have been mounted on a belt, were
also found at Tell el-Dab‘a, area A/I-g/3, tomb 1
(stratum D/3, Fig. 14a).5” It can be reconstructed
similarly to a better preserved piece deriving from
F/1-p/18, tomb 14 (stratum d/2 = H, Fig. 14b).%® The
edges of both pieces are slightly bent, giving the
objects greater depth. The two also have perfora-
tions that might have been used to affix them to
the actual belt. Both tombs contained weapons as
part of the grave inventory.

6 PrerL and Ranmstorr 2019. Already suggested by Bietak
1968, 102. PuiLie 2006, 107, addresses the object as a mir-
ror.

8 ScuiestL 2009, 120, 453, pl. XXIl.c.
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Fig. 14. a Tell el-Dab a, arca
A/l-g/3, tomb 1 (after PuiLip
2006, 108, Fig. 49) b Tell
el-Dab‘a, area F/I-p/18, tomb 14

Additional metal discs (Fig. 15a—b) that could
be considered parts of a belt are known from the
“champs des offrandes” at Byblos.*®

Further evidence of belts can be noted from

Cyprus. Tomb 6 at Ayios Jakovos (Melia) is a
rock-cut tomb with dromos that contained
11 skeletons and their burial goods (MC II-TII)."°
A circular metal disc was found with one of the
deceased. It is decorated with circular ridges
around a central boss and has a pair of holes at the
edge (Fig. 15c).* According to a sketch of the
tomb, the disc was found near the hip of the skele-
ton.”> Another one was discovered near another
individual,” and a fragment of a third with a fur-
ther burial.” All show the same decoration and all
three individuals were additionally equipped with
a dagger.”

Possible belt fasteners (various designs)

Tell el-Dab‘a yielded some objects that might be
interpreted as simple belt buckles or fasteners.
They are co-shaped and are made from metal wire.
Four such objects (Fig. 16a) were found in

8  Dunanp 1950, 189 f., 338, pl. LVII, nos. 83548358, pl.
LXIX, nos. 10093—10095. For a statue (no. 7898) from the
same site, wearing a belt decorated with a disc, see
Dunanp 1950, 154 f., pl. LIV.

0 WEINSTEIN BaLTHAZAR 1990, 428, Tab. 185.

™ Guerstap et al. 1934, 319, no. 104, pl. LXII.

2 Guerstap et al. 1934, 316, Fig. 124.

" Guerstap et al. 1934, 320, no. 108, pl. LXII, pl. CXLII, see
316, Fig. 124 for the position.

™ GierstaD et al. 1934, 320, no. 161, see 316, Fig. 124 for the
position.

5 GuerstaDp et al. 1934, 321, Tab.

% HeiNn 1994, 184, cat. no. 204; Puiip 2006, 86. For a
description of the robbed tomb and further finds, see HEIN
1994, 175-184.

(after PurLip 2006, 85, Fig. 39)

A/IV-h/7, tomb 4 (stratum F—E/3), together with
very much decayed pieces of silver sheet, which
might be considered as remains of a belt.”® Another
similar piece was discovered in area H/VI
(Fig. 16b) in layers dating to the early 18" dynasty
and is here published for the first time.”” One main
difference from the earlier pieces is that the metal
wire is bent only once and not three times to form
the object. This form is so far unique and no com-
parison of this shape and layout could be found
elsewhere so far.”® Nevertheless, evidence for pos-
sible belt buckles deriving from contexts of the
Early and Middle Bronze Age are collected and
presented here.

One of the earliest was retrieved from a tomb at
Terqa (Tell Ashara),”” dating to EB II-1ITA-B.
Tomb 1428, excavated in 2008, consists of two
stone chambers that were connected with each
other. One chamber comprised the double burial of
a man and a woman, while the other was filled
with grave goods.® The interred male was provid-
ed with weapons, as well as a silver ring, with a
diameter of 5.2 cm, found near the waist that
might have originally formed part of a belt.

T TInv. no. 9633, square H/VI-u/25, locus 6719.

®  Objects showing the co-shape are known from Early
Bronze Age tombs in Alacahdyiik but except for the shape,
differ completely in design and layout. However, they are
addressed as belt fasteners, see Yarcin and Yarcin 2018,
109.

" The author is grateful to Olivier Rouault, who was so kind
to share all available information about this item.

8 RouauLt 2009, 658 f.; 2014, 251-253.

8 Tomczyk et al. 2011, 435, 438, Fig. 3, 440. According to the
authors, the morphology of the bones indicates a warrior;
against this assumption Sorrysiak 2012.
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c

Fig. 15. a Byblos, champ des offrandes, depot & (after Dunanp 1950, pl. LX1X) b Byblos, champ des offrandes, depot B (after
Dunanp 1950, pl. LVII) ¢ Ayios Jakovos (after Grerstap et al. 1934, pl. LXII)
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Fig. 16. a Tell el-Daba, area
A/IV-h/7, tomb 4 (after PHiLp
b ° 2006, 85, Fig. 39) b H/V1-u/25,
L6719 (© OAI-OREA archive;
| photo: A. Krause, drawing

Another early example of a possible belt buckle
was discovered in tomb 1 at Dar Tanha. It features
a flat metal ring with a cross-bar (ED 111, Fig. 17a).
The tomb hosted several individuals, who were
also partly equipped with weapons. The belt buck-
le could not be assigned to a specific burial .

Other belt buckles comparable though different
to the ones attached to metal belts were most prob-
ably used to fasten belts of organic material that
did not survive. An arc-shaped pair with loop ter-
minals derives from cave 4004 in Lachish (MB
IIB—C, Fig. 17b).%

Tomb D9 in Jericho, which housed at least ten
individuals, also featured two of such belt fasten-
ers. Arc-shaped, they were found in the lowest lay-
er of grave goods piled up close to the entrance.
Near them was one of the two knives found in the
tomb (Fig. 17¢).8* Two similar items also came to
light from tomb J14 (Fig. 17d); the chamber con-
tained a single dagger.®® Additional belt fasteners
were retrieved from tomb 9 of the MB II B-C
(Fig. 17€).% It is a chamber tomb that served sever-
al individuals as a burial place and was in use for a
longer time period. The tomb also contained
weapons.®

8 VanpeN Berghe 1972, 24 f., 29, Fig. 6.17, pl. XI1.1.

8 Moorey 1969, 98, Figs. 1-2, published by him for the first
time and not included in the published inventory of the
cave; see TUFFNELL 1958, 281-285. He addresses them as
brooches, and it might very well be that those objects are,
in fact, not belt buckles but predecessors of the later fibu-
lae, although those become common in the Near East only
shortly before 1200 BCE, see Stronach 1959, 181.

8 KEenvon 1965, 285, 224, Fig. 103.6—7, addressed by her as
belt fasteners.

%  KENYON 1965, 322 f., 224, Fig. 103.10—11, addressed by her
as belt fasteners.

8  GarstanG 1932, 47, Fig. 10.

8 GarsTANG 1932, 43, 46, pl. XXXVII.

8  See PuiLip 2006, 154, for a brief discussion. See also fn. 83.

R. Scheibl)

Simple belt buckles were identified within the
grave inventory of Tell el-‘Ajjul (Fig. 17f). Two
comparable objects, addressed as brooches by
Petrie,®® were discovered in tomb 1750 together
with some vessels, a dagger and an axe.® Five
additional pieces came to light while excavating
within the city.*®

Comparable objects (Fig. 179) are also attested
at Ras Shamra-Ugarit. Some were collected from
the temple of Ba‘al®* and/or of a context that can-
not be determined further according to the publi-
cation (Fig. 17h).%2

Two similar objects were excavated from a set-
tlement context at Tell Beit Mirsim (Fig. 17i). One
was found in room 4 of the so-called “palace”
(MB 11B-C),*® and the other was unearthed from
within the settlement.® This site interestingly also
yielded a mould for such an object that additional-
ly served to cast adzes and knives.®

Again, there is evidence of a belt attachment
from Cyprus. An object that might have been an
arc-shaped belt fastener with a spring clip was
found in a MC II-III tomb at Klavdhia (Fig. 17;).%

Other metal objects identified as belt buckles in
the literature are very distinctive in appearance

8 PerriE 1934, 9, pl. XXI1.237-238, pl. LIX.1750.

% Perrie 1934, 11, pl. XXXV.554, 556—557; 1952, 15, pl.
XVIIL.207-208.

%t RS 7419, Scuarrrer 1936, 133, Fig. 19L.

%2 RS 6069, Scuarrrer 1949, 50, Fig. 18.28, appointed to
“Ugarit Moyen 17, though Moorey 1969, 97, fn. 8 points
out that the date might be slightly later according to the
other objects shown in the figure.

% AvsrigHT 1938, 37, 55, pl. 42.15 also addresses it as a
brooch.

% AwvsrigaT 1938, 55, pl. 42.16.

% ArsriGHT 1938, 53, pl. 43d.

% MALMGREN 2003, 55, no. 137, pl. 35d; already mentioned by
OverBeck and Swiny 1972, 30, fn. 23.



318 Silvia Prell
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Fig. 17. a Dar Tanha (after VANDEN BErGHE 1972, 29, Fig. 6.17 and pl. X11.1) b Lachish, cave 4004 (after Moorey 1969, 98,
Fig. 1-2) ¢ Jericho, tomb D9 (after KEnvon 1965, 224, Fig. 103.6-7) d Jericho, tomb J14 (after Kenvon 1965, 224, Fig. 103.10—11)
e Jericho, tomb 9 (after GarstaNG 1932, 47, Fig. 10) f Tell el-‘Ajjul (after PETRIE 1934, pl. XXI1.237-238) g Ugarit (after ScHAEFFER
1936, 133, Fig. 19L) h Ugarit (after Scuaerrer 1949, 50, Fig. 18.28) i Tell Beit Mirsim (after ALsriguT 1938, pl. 42.15) j Klavdhia
(after MaLmareN 2003, pl. 35d) k Susa (after Crouwer 1972, 50, Fig. 1) | Kiiltepe (after Ozauc 1955, 72, Fig. 37a-b)
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and consist of a ring grasped by two hands. One
example derives from an Old Babylonian grave in
the Donjon Cemetery at Susa (Fig. 17k),*” and a
similar object is known from the excavations at
Susa by R. Girshman.®® Interestingly, an exact par-
allel was found further away in an MBA context at
Kiiltepe-Kanish (Fig. 171) at the waist of a single
interment in square 0/19.%

Other evidence for belts (figurines, glyptic,
texts)

The curly-haired hero is represented nude, only
wearing a belt, while fighting animals, in the Jem-
det-Nasr period.’® Nude male statuettes cast from
metal are known in Mesopotamia from ED Il
onwards and might very well represent mythical
characters, idols or even gods.’®* Examples are
attested from Tell Asmar, Chafadja’®? and Tell
Agrab.’® A kneeling calcite statue of a nude male
from Umma is also wearing only a belt. Another
kneeling statuette with the same attribute carrying
a vessel came to light in the Shara Temple at Tell
Agrab.®* A statue from the square temple of Ahu
at Tell Asmar is also kneeling.® Certain unique
characteristics shared by the statues, such as the
extreme slenderness of the body and their nudity
except for the belt, link them with comparable
depictions on contemporary cylinder seals (see
below).1%¢

A similar type, often holding weapons, was
quite common in the Levant from the very begin-
ning of the Middle Bronze Age. Negbi, who first
worked on this subject, classified them into three
types: (1) male warriors in an “Anatolian” pose;'”’
(2) male warriors in an “Egyptian” pose; and (3)
male warriors in a smiting pose. The groups can
be subdivided further and seem to represent dif-
ferent workshops.1®® Unfortunately, the provenance
of many statuettes is unknown, although they
were mainly found in modern Syria, with a few

9 CrouweL 1972, 49 f.

% Louvre Sh 11300, seen by the author in the exhibition, date
unknown. There is also another comparable piece without
provenance located in the Louvre (AO 18686). For other
similar pieces without provenance, see CrouweL 1972. For
this particular type, see also TaLLon 1987, 283-285, nos.
1200—1206, 411 for chemical analyses.

% Ozaue 1955, 72, Fig. 37a—b, Fig. 93; CrouweL 1972, 50 f.

00 E.g. STROMMENGER and HiRMER 1962, pls. 24-25 for a deco-
rated beaker (Jemdet Nasr) or DELougaz and Lroyp 1942,
242, Fig. 189 for a sculpted vase (ED ).

Fig. 18. One of the Tell Judeideh figurines (figurine A)
equipped with spear and mace head, wearing a belt closed in
the front (after Braipwoop and Braibwoop 1960, 307, Fig. 240)

101

SeepEN 1980, 133-155;

HorzinGer 2013, 28 f.

102 FranNkFORT 1939, 12, pls. 98-103, 115; 1943, pl. 95.

108 FrancrorT 1943, pls. 55-57; Braun-Horzinger 1984, 11,
pl. 5.

104 FrancrorT 1943, pls. 33-34.

105 FraNcrorT 1943, pl. 91.

106 FrankrorT 1939, 12, pls. 26-27.

07 According to the strong resemblance to the Anatolian lead
figurines discussed below, see NeGsi 1976, 8 with fn. 1.

108 Neasi 1976, 8—41.

for discussion, see BRAUN-
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examples from today’s Lebanon, Israel and
Cyprus. Only those of secure provenance are list-
ed here®® Specimens of Negbi’s group 1 are of
particular interest as those of group 2 are not rep-
resented with belts, while those of group 3 are nor-
mally depicted clothed, although belts can occur.
In addition, the majority of specimens of the latter
group most probably date to the Late Bronze
Age.10

Some flat cast figurines in an Anatolian pose
were retrieved from secure contexts. One MB I1A
example collected from Byblos has a dagger stuck
in the belt and holds weapons in its hands*' A
similar object is known from tomb 5121 at Megid-
do, also of the MB 11A.*? Another figurine came
to light from a settlement context at Tell Simiriyan
(MB 11A).2® A fine specimen cast of solid silver
was unearthed together with a female companion
at Ugarit. It was discovered in a pottery vessel in
the region of the Ba‘al temple from niveau II (EB
IV-MB IIA).** The round cast figurines from Tell
Judeideh are often considered to represent the ear-
liest tin bronzes ever found (Fig. 18).}¢ They con-
sist of a group of three male statues with three
female companions found together in a cache of
stratum XII (Amuq G).*" The secure specimens of
the sub-Byblos group derive only from Byblos and
were often found in hoards, namely in the so-
called “Syrian Temple”, the temple of the “champ
des offrandes”, the “Temple of the Obelisks” and
the “Sacred Enclosure” .

In addition, the figurines from Kiiltepe-Kanish
and Bogazkdy already introduced have to be men-

9 The ones wearing a Kilt without clear indication of a belt
were excluded here.

10 Negsi 1976, 29—41. Only some examples from Byblos can
be securely dated to the Middle Bronze Age (Syro-Pales-
tinian group), but they all wear Kilts which can be com-
bined with a belt, see Necsr 1976, 41, Tab. 6. See also
MarcHeTTI 2000 for Anatolian figures wearing a kilt, belt
and axe (see also below). The short Kilt is scarce at the
beginning of the Middle Bronze Age and was gradually
adopted at the middle of the second millennium to become
common in the Late Bronze Age, see SEEDEN 1980, 133 f.

M Negsi 1976, 146, no. 38; see Dunanb 1950, 72, no. 7150, pl.
CLXII. Unfortunately, it is a surface find.

12 Toup 1948, pl. 233.1; Necsr 1976, 146, no. 39.

3 NGB 1976, 146, no. 45; SEepeEN 1980, 25 f., no. 78; see
Braipwoobp 1940, 212-214, pl. XXVI.

14 Neasi 1976, 147, no. 59; Seepen 1980, 21 f., no. 65.

15 ScHAEFFER 1933, 124-126, pl. XVII, 1949, 73 f., Figs.
3031, pls. XVII-XIX. For the date, see SEEDEN 1980, 23.

16 Sgepen 1980, 7.

tioned, as they are very similar to each other but
differ from the figurines described above. Each
represents a bearded man wearing a conical cap
and a kilt held up by a belt and holding an axe.**
Figurines and moulds of a couple and triads also
show the male in similar fashion, holding an axe
and wearing a belt that is clearly closed at the
front.120

The figurines, at least partly, show that the belt
had a practical function. As confirmed by many
examples, it could be used to attach a weapon,
namely a dagger, onto the body of its wearer.!?
The evidence from the tombs discussed also cor-
roborates this, with a number of cases indicating
that the dagger, respectively its sheath, might have
been affixed directly to the belt. The Syro-Anato-
lian figurines most probably represent a god, per-
haps one of warfare, in the process of accomplish-

Fig. 19. The bull-man and the curly haired hero fighting
animals (after Boenmer 1965, pl. XV.168)

U7 NecBr 1976, 148, nos. 71-73; see Braipwoop and BRrAID-
woop 1960, 300, 303 f., 307-309, Figs. 240-242, pls.
56—60. For a discussion of the problem of the date of these
figurines (EB II-111?), see Seepen 1980, 7 f. For a detailed
discussion, see MarcherTt 2000, who attributes them
according to stylistic and technical consideration to the
beginning of the Middle Bronze Age.

18 NEegsi 1976, 150 £, nos. 98—154; SEepeN 1980, 36—102 for a
compilation of all figurines.

19 EmrE 1971, 105, nos. 16—17, 107, no. 24; MarcueTTI 2003,
398, Figs. 14-16.

120 MarcHETTI 2003, 399—404. See also Scuroer 2008, 166 f.,
cat. no. 385.

121 SgepeN 1980, 137. See the depiction of a foreigner carrying
an axe and a dagger attached to his belt on stela Louvre E
6141 (E 201), PerscueL 2011, 189, Fig. 39. For similar
depictions in Beni Hassan, see NewBerry 1893, pls. 16, 47,
vol. 2, pl. 15; Kanawati and Evans 2016; Lastien and
Mourabp 2019, pls. 72b—74, 75¢—76a. For similar scenes in
Meir, see BLackman 1914, pls. 67, 23.
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ing a specific task.’?? If portrayed without clothing,
the nudity correspondingly stresses their virile
power. This aspect is additionally highlighted by
the female statuettes accompanying both the nude
and clothed figurines.'?® Both the life giving and
the deadly power of the god is represented within
the one and the same medium.

The depiction of a warrior deity wearing a belt
on a stela probably dating to the middle of the sec-
ond millennium BCE supports this representa-
tion.!?* The belt is clearly decorated with concen-
tric circles, similar to those known from Kiiltepe-
Kanish, Tell el-Dab‘a, Jericho and Sidon.

The “curly-haired hero” mentioned above is
additionally depicted on seals from Akkadian
times. He can be nude or clothed and is in both
cases often equipped with a belt (Fig. 19).® The
bull-man often depicted in scenes of contest with
animals can also appear wearing a belt.® The
majority of cylinder seals with comparable figures
were found in Northern Syria and date to the Mid-
dle Bronze Age. The motif becomes scarcer into
the Late Bronze Age.*’

Written sources explicitly mentioning metal
belts are rare. Those attested in the Mari archives
occur in lists of an administrative nature, dealing
with taxes, diplomatic gifts, gifts to the royal fam-
ily and courtiers, or wages of state officials.!?® The
Ebla texts also note belts as gifts,*?° the items
occurring in palace supply lists*® and as offerings
to gods.*** They are normally mentioned to consist
of leather, but belts made from or decorated with
bronze, silver or gold are attested as well.**?

One cannot assume with certainty though that
the belt and the weapons accompanying the dead
were always worn and carried during the lifetime
of an individual. Surviving lists tabulating grave
inventories, such as the one for the high official
Arrukum, make it obvious that the palace provid-
ed textiles, clothing, a gold ingot and a dagger

122 Spepen 1980, 148.

128 For the association of male and female figurines, see
MarcHeTTI 2003.

24 Louvre Sb 11, see Amier 1966, 284, Fig. 213, 308 f.,
Fig. 232c.

125 BoenMER 1965, 15; Schroer 2008, 270273, cat. nos.
508-510.

126 Porapa 1948, pls. XXV-XXVI. For a discussion of the
hero and the bull-man fighting animals, see BRrAUN-
Hovrzinger 2013, 60—71. For Old Babylonian seals depict-
ing the two, see BrauN HoLzINGER 1996, 254-256. This
kind of depiction of the bull-man is attested until the first
millennium BCE, see CALMEYER 1971, 693.

together with a gilded belt for his funeral.** This
suggests that Arrukum did not own these items
during his lifetime, at least not the ones given by
the palace to be included in his burial inventory.
Gifts for already deceased kings worshipped as
illustrious ancestors on the occasion of a funeral
of another person are also known to comprise
belts.***

Conclusion

The earliest evidence of belts in the archaeological
repertoire can be established with certainty from
the late Early Bronze Age onwards (Fig. 20),
though earlier representations of individuals wear-
ing belts are known, as with the depictions of the
“curly-haired hero”. Elongated metal belts, most
probably originally sewn onto a backing of leather
or cloth, are scarce and show varying forms,
though the belt from tomb 555 at Susa already rel-
egates the shape and general layout of the belts
emerging in the Middle Bronze Age. Other Early
Bronze Age attestations of belts include possible
belt plaques from Ur, Kish, Mari, Tell Mozan,
Ugarit and Qatna, and the possible belt fastener in
the form of a simple ring from tomb 1428 at Terqa.
The latter would be the earliest example if this
simple silver ring can really be regarded as being a
former part of a belt. Unlike those of the Middle
Bronze Age, belts, or respectively the plaques that
originally belonged to them, occur in both male
and a few female interments (Qatna, Mari) of the
Early Bronze Age. Indeed, the general usage of
belts for females can be confirmed by various stat-
uettes.’® Overall, the Early Bronze Age evidence
of belts is more or less confined to Mesopotamia
and Northern Syria, except for the possible belts
found at Moza and Jericho. These two belts differ
very much from the examples known from Ur and
Susa. The Jericho example was first identified as a

21 Only a few LB examples are known, see Seepen 1980, 140.

128 Astour 1992, 57.

129 Arcui 2015, 167, 173.

130 Arcni 2015, 202-211.

131 Arcui 2015, 576.

132 CaLMEYER 1971, 721 f. For silver belts, see also Kienast
and WaerzoLp 1990, 45.

1 Arcur 2002, 181; 2015, 248, 553—556.

134 Arcur 2002, 183.

135 DALES 1963, 37-40.
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Fig. 20. Distribution of elongated belts, discs and belt fasteners in the Early and Middle Bronze Age (mapping S. Prell)

headband by Kenyon®®* but, as followed here, was
labelled a belt by Gernez.®” As the general shape
of the Moza belt is similar to the Jericho piece,
both reducing in width towards the ends, it
remains uncertain whether the two can really be
considered as early evidence of belts in the South-
ern Levant.

Only at the beginning of the Middle Bronze
Age were elongated metal belts deposited in the
Levant with certainty. Their findspots cover a
region extending from Tell el-Dab‘a in the south
up to Kiiltepe-Kanish in the north, with a few
examples deriving from Cyprus as well (Fig. 20).
Strangely, except for a very uniquely-shaped belt
fastener from an OIld Babylonian tomb at Susa,
there is no evidence of belts in Upper and Lower
Mesopotamia dating to the Middle Bronze Age.
Interestingly, the belt fastener from Susa finds a
more or less exact comparison from Kiiltepe-Kan-
ish, demonstrating the connection between Susa
and Kiiltepe at this time, which is not astonishing
considering the function of Kiiltepe as an impor-

136 Kenyon 1965, 144, 148.
137 GernEez 2007, 109.

tant Assyrian trade centre and colony in the Old
Assyrian period.**®

A total of five belts are known from Tell
el-Dab‘a that offer the possibility of a chronologi-
cal seriation, although the latter unfortunately
does not deliver particular results*® The earliest
belts in Tell el-Dab‘a occur in stratum H and no
belt is known with certainty after stratum F. The
decoration with concentric circles seems to span
the entire period of their occurrence and the pat-
terns are comparable but not identical, therefore, it
is not possible to distinguish different workshops.
They were certainly not items of mass production
and every belt was probably produced individually
for its owner. This makes it even more striking
that the decorative patterns are so similar and
seem to hint to a common background of their
owners. The patterns of the belt from A/Il-m/15,
tomb 9 (Fig. 4c) and A/ll-1/16, tomb 4 (Fig. 4e) are
similar, but due to the bad conservation of both
belts could have differed in their final execution.
In addition, the arrangement of the pattern of the

38 Ozcuc 1953; STEIN 2005; KurakosLu 2011; MicHeL 2011;
Larsen 2015 to mention only a few publications.
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belt from F/1-0/19, tomb 8 (Fig. 4a), parallels that
of A/ll-p/14, tomb 18 (Fig. 4d), but not entirely in
the execution. Incidentally, the belt from A/l1-p/14,
tomb 18, with its perforated decoration constitutes
a singular piece in the entire distribution area, as
belts are otherwise either plain or decorated with
diverse patterns of embossed concentric circles.

The decoration with concentric circles is persis-
tent outside Tell el-Dab‘a throughout the Middle
Bronze Age. Early examples occur at Kiiltepe-
Kanish (Fig. 3) and Sidon (Fig. 7), with a later
example attested at Jericho (Fig. 9d). The pattern of
the Sidon belt is similar but not exactly the same as
that from F/I-d/23, tomb 1, at Tell el-Dab‘a.}*° The
Jericho belt shows affinities with that from F/I-
0/19, tomb 8, at Tell el-Dab‘a, but the concentric
circles are arranged differently, with the latter lack-
ing the small circles in between the groups.

Unfortunately, neither the shape of metal belts
nor the form of belt buckles can provide any crite-
ria for dating. One of the two early examples from
Tell el-Dab‘a tapers towards its terminal ends (F/I-
d/23, tomb 1) but the other (F/I1-0/19, tomb 8) does
not. Overall, this aspect is not very common, the
width of the belt tending to stay the same for most
known examples. Regarding their buckle shape,
the triangular buckle is observed on the two earli-
est as well as the latest examples from Tell
el-Dab‘a. Ouside Tell el-Dab a, this shape is attest-
ed in the late Middle Bronze Age tombs at Fassuta
and Tell el-Fara'h (N). The arc-shaped belt buckle
is otherwise more common, with examples attest-
ed throughout the period.

The elongated belts from the Early and Middle
Bronze Ages are most often manufactured from
copper. Only one of the examples that were chemi-
cally analysed consists of tin bronze (Rishon le
Zion, tomb C4, see Tab. 1). A few examples in sil-
ver are also confirmed (Ur, Kiiltepe-Kanish,
Sidon, possibly Tell-el Dab‘a, A/IV-h/7, tomb 4).
However, none of silver are attested in contexts
post-dating the MB 1A, except for the possible
silver belt from Tell el-Dab‘a (MB I1A—B).

Three of the belts found at Tell el-Dab‘a show
perforations along the edges that indicate they
were originally sewn onto a backing of leather or

139 Already stated by Zirrer 2018, 549.

10 Already noted by DoumEeTr-SErHAL and KopeTzky 2011-12,
32f.

41 Py 2006, 153.

142 Arcui 2002, 181.

143 See GersHNUNY and Aviam 2010, 37, Tab. 2.

textile. No traces of such a backing were discerni-
ble, although the soil conditions at Tell el-Dab‘a
might have prevented the conservation of such
organic material. That two belts did not show
signs of such perforations, also true for the belts
from Fassuta, Sidon and Kafkallia, might indicate
that they were produced exclusively for a funerary
context.* Surviving lists tabulating grave invento-
ry, such as the one for the official Arrukum
already mentioned above, make it obvious that the
palace provided funerary items!? Therefore, the
minister did not own or wear those items during
his lifetime.

Such textual evidence, alongside the archaeo-
logical and artistic material, emphasises that metal
belts were very distinct and special markers.
Showing the high status of the deceased, they are
generally connected to wealthy burials that also
included weapons.}** As well as acting as a symbol
of status, belts incorporated the practical use of
holding a dagger,*** as proven by the examples
from Ur, Tell el-Dab‘a and Rishon le-Zion. Belts
with attached daggers are also depicted as booty
on the fragmentary Nasiriyah stela.!* However,
not all tombs containing weapons produced a met-
al belt or decorated disc. The latter, which shows
affinities to the patterns found on the elongated
metals belts, seems to be of a “cheaper” belt ver-
sion. This seems to indicate that the most common
type of belt was made entirely from organic mate-
rial that did not survive. The possible belt fasten-
ers discussed above further support this,*® as they
interestingly frequently derive from tombs with
weapons. Additionally, as daggers are often found
at the pelvis region of the deceased, one might
assume that a leather belt, no longer preserved,
must have completed the equipment. As leather is
a material that can be painted or dyed, stamped,
perforated, engraved or embroidered, these unpre-
served leather belts might very well once have
been decorated (with concentric circles?) as well.

Whether the belt itself had a further “spiritual”
meaning is unclear for the Early and Middle
Bronze Ages as indications are scarce.”’ Only in
the first millennium BCE are there references to
the belt as a carrier of magical traits, transmitted

144 For the belt as military equipment in classical antiquity,

see ScuorpHoFF 2009, 105—110.
1“5 McKEeon 1970, 229, Fig. 4.
146 pyyLip 2006, 154.
¥ E.g. Gorr and Bucnanan 1956, 231.
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to the wearer*® In the Bible, the belt is often
understood as a symbolic bearer of the power of
the ruler* It is unknown whether concentric cir-
cles, also prominent decorative features of Middle
Bronze Age scarabs and furniture inlays, contain a
deeper semantic meaning or are to be understood
only as elementary decorative patterns.

A relationship between belt and weapons is
further emphasised by attestations of figurines
equipped with both. In many cases, the belt is the
sole garment of these figurines. This might imply
a meaning other than one associated with the mili-
tary and perhaps one related to virile aspects. As
Levantine statuettes of known provenance are reg-
ularly found in hoards, they might represent offer-
ings from individuals in association with fertility
cults; they could also be associated with ancestor
worship.1s°

The discovery of the first known belts in Meso-
potamia seems to indicate that the need to be pro-
vided with a belt in the afterlife was native to this
region. However, it is somewhat incomprehensible
that no example from the Middle Bronze Age has
been preserved here. A possible explanation might

be the fragile nature of both metal and leather
belts, which might not have been recognised as
such during former excavations or might have
been unsalvageable. Nevertheless, the stylistic
similarities of the elongated metal belts found in
the Middle Bronze Age across Tell el-Dab‘a to
Kiiltepe-Kanish and also in Cyprus suggest that
they were attributed with the same funerary sig-
nificance. Similarly, their owners, according to
grave goods, probably belonged to the elite and
evidently followed equivalent conceptions. Their
burial goods had to include weapons, and the addi-
tion of a belt was also obviously indispensable.
These individuals might very well have been
tradesmen, as suggested by the owner of A/ll-1/12,
tomb 5, who was not equipped with a belt but,
amongst others, with a dagger and a chisel axe.
That his capacity was, however, of an administra-
tive nature, is shown by a scarab inscribed with
his name and title, “3mw, deputy treasurer”.s! The
distribution of belts in Egypt, the Levant and
Cyprus, therefore, probably reflects networks of
people sharing a similar cultural background and
ancient trade connections.
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1“8 CALMEYER 1971, 693; SturkA 1972, 34—40. For the mean-
ing of the belt in different cultures throughout the ages, see
LoscHek 1993, 54-70.

149 ScuorpHOFF 2009, 91. Also Gersununy and Aviam 2010, 37,
understand it as a symbol of rank, maybe even an insignia
of command.

10 MarcHeTTI 2000, 131 f.

51 Bierak 1991, 54. For the title and its occurrence and the
distribution of such scarabs, see DgespLancoues 2006,
350354, 408.
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